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Celebrate National Public Gardens Day May 8 at the Arboretum 

 
Chanhassen, MN (April 28, 2015) - Celebrate National Public Gardens Day on Friday, May 8, by visiting 

Minnesota's premiere public garden, the Minnesota Landscape Arboretum.  Gate admission will be free for all 
visitors on this special day.  

 
Now in its seventh year, National Public Gardens Day celebrates the vital role public gardens play in 

promoting environmental stewardship and awareness, plant and water conservation, and education.  More than 500 
North American public gardens are participating in this special day, which was initiated by the American Public 
Gardens Association in partnership with NPGD official sponsor BHS insurance.   

 
"National Public Gardens Day is a great time for families and enthusiasts to enjoy the Arboretum gardens and 

learn about our educational outreach and research efforts," said Ed Schneider, Arboretum director. “Our mission is to 
engage and educate the public on the irreplaceable value of plants.”   

 
Here's a schedule of Friday, May 8, special Public Gardens Day events at the Arboretum: 

• 11 a.m.-2 p.m. (or until supplies last) – Spin the Garden Wheel game.  
• Guided tram tour along Three-Mile Drive ($5 per person), various times.  A non-stop, one-hour tour.  
• Tree-themed Scavenger Hunt – pick up a map at the Info Desk, find all the trees and win a button! 
• Preview shopping at the Auxiliary Spring Plant Sale, Margot Picnic Shelter area, noon-2 p.m.  
• Storytime at the Library, 10:30 a.m. 
• Let's Talk Plants Demos and Q&A, 10:30 a.m., Visitor Center.  
• Free Visitor Circulators.  Hop on, hop off rides into the heart of the Arboretum, 11 a.m.-6 p.m. with 

stops at Home Demo, Harrison Sculpture, and Maze gardens and Learning Center.   
 

 Join us for a fun day in the garden!  Share your visit on Facebook and Instagram! If you can't make it Friday, 
check out these May 9 & 10 weekend events at the Arboretum:  
 

• Spring blooms!  38,000 tulips, hyacinths and daffodils, plus other spring flowers!  
• Auxiliary Spring Plant Sale. Saturday & Sunday, May 9 & 10, 9 a.m.-4 p.m. One of the most comprehensive 

plant sales in the Twin Cities!  Margot Picnic Shelters. All proceeds benefit the Arboretum.   
• Walk with Matt: Early Bird Catches the Worm. Saturday, May 9, Enjoy a guided birding hike with 

naturalist Matt Schuth.  $12/$24 (incl. admission). 9-11 a.m. Departs Ordway Parking Lot.  
• Plant-maker Studio. Saturdays & Sundays, noon-4 p.m. (drop-in). Fun, hands-on learning about plants and 

gardens. For the whole family. Free with Arboretum gate admission.  
• Let's Talk Plants Q & A.  noon-4 p.m. Saturday & Sunday. Have a gardening question?  Stop by the Master 

Gardener desk in the Visitor Center for sustainable gardening info. 
• Mother's Day Brunch. Sunday, May 10. Sold out. 

 
Minnesota Landscape Arboretum Background    
The Minnesota Landscape Arboretum, named one of the top 10 gardens in America by USA Today, serves 22,500 
members, 1,000 volunteers and over 334,000 visitors each year. With its 1,200 acres, 32 display and specialty gardens, 
48 plant collections and 5,000+ plant species and varieties, the Arboretum has become one of the premier horticultural 
field laboratories and public display areas in the country, reaching out as a living, vibrant extension of the University 
of Minnesota’s College of Food, Agricultural, and Natural Resource Sciences.  Open 363 days a year, the Arboretum is 
located on State Hwy.5, nine miles west of the intersection with Interstate 494.  Admission: $12 adults and youths 13 
and older; free for ages 12 and younger and free for members.   
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